
Think of winter days, when 
the mountains appear as no more than a snowy ex-

panse of rocks and trees under a cloudy or blinding sky, 
and the powder is a meter deep: in dark and light. Stare 

at the blur of blizzard-y afternoons, and at the crisp, pris-
tine detail on the blue morning after a storm. Drop 
into sugary bowls or backside glide o! kickers into 
deep oblivion. Soon you will be seeing what Chris 
Brunkhart saw and shot: the black and white essence 
of snowboarding. 

His latest book—How Many Dreams in the Dark?—
is an aesthetic study of snowboarding, a portrayal 
of not just the act of riding but also of the artful-
ness behind powder turns and method airs, and 
of the riding life itself. Never mind that Chris 

snapped these photos, Leica onto film, fifteen 
years ago while he was one of the industry’s most 

respected eyes, because fine art is timeless and so 
are the likes of Craig, Jamie, and Terje. 

 
This is not an exposition of the latest tricks by the latest 
pros. No, it is a journal of explosive photographic poetry 
that demands frequent reviewing. It is an exploration 
of the things we love about snowboarding, like friends, 
travels, mountains, and, yes, seas of powder. It is also a 
fantasy window to far-o! locations like Alaska, shot 
from helicopter or arête, where legends ride hard 

through rugged, resort-free perfection. Ever the 
artist, Chris also gives us images to ponder in 

architecture, landscapes, and good ol’ skate-
boarding. Yes, Brunkhart’s 

e!orts 

to expose the beauty and roots of 
snowboarding should be appre-

ciated by all calling themselves 
“snowboarders”.

Of equal importance to place is the 
time captured in this book. Snow-

boarding in the 1990s lived its coming 
of age as a sport and as a lifestyle, pro-

viding the base for radical growth in the 
2000s. Now we’re in a new decade: time 

for a glance back. Today’s groms know 
only neon, the old school is graying, and 

the industry has gone mainstream. Here is a 
style book for snowboarding, medicine on 

sweltering summer days, and a piercing 
dose of stoke to inspire riders in their own 
black and white dreams.

After a hard day’s snowmobiling 
and riding, Craig Kelly relaxes in 
a warm up hut. Revelstoke, BC, 
Canada, 1998

Atop Mt. Villarrica, 
an active volcano in 
central Chile. Craig 
Kelly,Hiroyuki Yamada 
and I descended into the 
backcountry. Villarrica, 
Chile, 1998

(How Many Dreams in the Dark?, by Chris 

Brunkhart, 2010. 208 pages, hardback, printed in 

USA, $65 USD. Book and custom prints available inter-

nationally at www.gamafunction.com/dreams)
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PHOTOS BY CHRIS BRUNKHART

Flying high, as always, 
Terje Haakonsen grab-
bing a backside 540 in the 
Utah backcountry, 1997



Mike Ranquet about to 
point it down Gunsight, a 
chute at Mt. Baker, 1997



Hiking Shuksan Arm at 
Mt.Baker, circa 1995 On assignment to one 

of the first inner city big 
air contests, I couldn’t 
help but stare at the 
faces in the crowd. Un-
known rider, London, 
UK, 1996

Remnants of posters and 
handbills on a wall in Ber-
lin, circa 1997

After shooting one after-
noon, on our way back, 
Tony asked me for a shot 
of him. Turned out epic. 
Tony Welch, Mt. Baker, 
WA, 1996

Craig Kelly unpacking 
and getting ready to 
go on a evening hike. 
We traveled in this 
van for more than 6 
weeks. Termas de Chil-
lan, Chile, 1998

Legendary surf pho-
tographer Doc Ball 
outside his home in 
Arcadia, CA, 1998



Je! Anderson in the back-
country of his home moun-
tain. Mammoth, CA, 1997


