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Good 
Vibrations

Are the World Snowboarding Championships the 
Future of Competitive Snowboarding?

Words Daniel O’Neil Photos Vernon Deck

Iouri “I-Pod” Podladtchikov giving his 
coach Marco Bruni a hug after winning 
the halfpipe portion of the World 
Snowboarding Championships—he 
would go on to win the overall halfpipe 
title on the TTR World Tour. 
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“The mist rolling down the pipe during 
finals was unlike anything I’ve ever 
seen,” photographer Vernon Deck 
says. Iouri Podladtchikov (left) and Matt 
Ladley (right) on their way to first and 
second place, respectively.

World Snowboarding Championships

“and that is to become an acknowledged 
federation in the world of winter sports. We 
want to be the federation that delivers free-
style snowboarding to the IOC.” The IOC, 
he said, is receptive of this initiative. But 
certain Olympic standards must first be 
met, like openness and transparency. Invit-
ing riders to an event and inserting them 
into the semifinals, as many contests do, is 
un-Olympic. Likewise, entry into an event 
must be based on merit, not celebrity sta-
tus, so a ranking list becomes necessary. 
There is much work to be done. “We’re in a 
transitional phase,” Lamm said.
 Today’s competitive circuit is an over-
booked and unsynchronized contest 
schedule that drives the pros mad as they 
chase events to and fro. Outside of the X 
Games, the best riders rarely meet at the 
same contest; hence the creation of the 
WSC, which is owned by TTR, but oper-
ated by the Arctic Challenge crew. Its pur-
pose is clear: gather the world’s best 
slopestyle and halfpipe riders in an open 

event, make everyone prove their mettle in 
eliminatory qualifications, and put on a 
show—for ourselves, the world, FIS, and 
the IOC—to lead by example. 

Norway is a chill place. The people are 
open-minded, polite, good-spirited and 
good-looking. The winter landscape is 
white and evergreen, and a dark, wind-
whipped fjord laps the edge and islands of 
the avant-garde, yet classic, Oslo. Here, 
the stoke of snowboarding runs deep. 
Haakon is a national hero—Norwegians 
freak over winter sports.
 Appropriately, then, the WSC was 
hatched in Oslo in 2007, using a quarter-
pipe demo in front of city hall. Henning 
Andersen, co-organizer of the Arctic Chal-
lenge, wanted to secure the mayor’s inter-
est and support and he did so with a clas-
sic QP session—Oslo became a natural 
host. But Oslo is also Europe’s most 
expensive city. Sponsorship soon became 
an issue as 

Snowboarders hadn’t hosted their own 
world championship in 13 years—not since 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
entrusted Olympic snowboarding to the 
International Ski Federation (FIS). Yet the 
sideways camp has not surrendered—the 
Ticket To Ride World Snowboard Tour (TTR) 
has re-stoked the crusade. Founded in 
2002 by outspoken critic of Olympic snow-
boarding Terje Haakonsen and other core 
industry folk, TTR was snowboarding’s 
response to the crashed party of competi-
tive riding. Its slopestyle, halfpipe and big 
air contests have become some of the best 
in snowboarding, and its respect for riders 
is mutual. Having proven its commitment 
over the last decade, TTR is now leading the 
mission to reclaim competitive snowboard-
ing for the snowboard community.
 In this struggle the Olympics are para-
mount. Having established its global tour 
over the past decade, TTR is now refocus-
ing. “We are pursuing a bigger goal,” TTR 
president and former pro Reto Lamm said, 

t was something like a Viking rally before striking out on the 
warpath; strength and unity manifested and intensified. For 10 
days in February 2012, close to 100 of the world’s best pipe 
and slopestyle riders assembled in the hills outside Oslo,  

Norway for the inaugural World Snowboard Championships 
(WSC)—a contest designed to return competitive snowboarding 
to the hands of the riders. 
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the snowboard industry backed away from 
the high cost of producing a massive event 
in Norway. So the city promised enough 
kroners to keep the party going. Riders and 
industry folk, however, would have to pay 
for their own room and grub. Some grum-
bled, but come show time, the turnout was 
solid, reinforcing snowboarding’s manifesto 
of self-determination and self-sufficiency. 
 In return for the support, Oslo asked for 
an evening of quarterpipe during the WSC. 
Ticket To Ride agreed and Haakonsen 
invited some of the attending riders. The 
venue was Holmenkollen, a legendary long-
jump hill in a stadium seating 100,000 on 
the outskirts of Oslo, which has been in use 
since 1892. On Friday night, its new, spacey 
runway shined metallic into the obsidian 
sky, and glowed at its base with ruddy local 
faces hungry to see some top-shelf shred-
ding. Snowboarder or not, old or young, a 
crowd gathered. Their cheers warmed the 
air as the riders blasted into oblivion.
 For slope and pipe, the show would 
move to the Vinterpark, a 30-minute drive 
from downtown—wide snowy glades, low 
wooded mountains and quaint cabins sur-
rounded the slopes, which were bathed in 

pale, boreal light. The vibe remained—the 
people of Oslo showed up despite heavy 
rain and questionable course conditions. It 
was what Vermont’s Luke Mitrani called, 
“the good f---in’ snowboard vibe.” 
 This mellow attitude created balance. 
During the previous week, intense qualifica-
tion rounds had put the best riders in direct 
competition with unknowns, which height-
ened the competitive spirit from the begin-
ning. As Haakonsen explained, “There are a 
lot of good riders here that didn’t qualify, not 
because they’re not good enough, but 
because the level is high and there’s a lot of 
pressure.” Lesser-known riders had an 
equal chance to podium, and some of the 
favorites, such as the Norwegians, were 
liquidated on opening day. 
 Bringing everyone together for a mega-
showdown was part of the WSC plan, and 
part of what made the event unique. Nor-
mally, only two or three of the top five will 
ride the same contest, mostly because too 
many contests and tours take place each 
season: TTR, Dew Tour, X Games, FIS and 
random one-offs. “Everybody wants to 
have a contest,” Norwegian slopestyle 
rider Torgeir Bergrem said, “and they want 

all of us to come.” Therefore, at the end of 
the season, as Bergrem complains, “you 
never know who the best rider is.”  
 Beyond the jetlag, fatigue and injuries, 
the typical top-level contest rider’s sched-
ule leaves little time to freeride. “After all 
the contests are done, you just want to go 
snowboarding,” Bergrem said. His first 
day of freeriding that season came only a 
week before the WSC, after he’d ridden in 
year-round contests across four conti-
nents. To solve this issue, the TTR envi-
sions a single tour for the top pros, one 
that offers a respectful calendar and con-
siders safety issues such as unsuitable 
weather and course design and mainte-
nance. “There’s no point in having 20 
contests and chasing them all, when you 
can have one tour with better-organized 
contests that treat the riders with more 
respect,” Mitrani said.
 As if awakening bears in a dysfunctional 
circus, riders are becoming more con-
scious of their strength as a collective. 
Enter We Are Snowboarding (WAS), a 
union of contest riders, and a platform 
from which they can speak. Chas Gulde-
mond is co-founder and president of 

“There’s no point in having 20 contests and chasing them all, when 
you can have one tour with better-organized contests that treat the 

riders with more respect.”—Luke Mitrani

(Clockwise from top left) The view 
from the other side—photographers 
and fans clamber for a good view of 
slopestyle winner Chas Guldemond. 
Guldemond is founder of the “We Are 
Snowboarding” riders union, which 
seeks to increase the voice riders 
have when it comes to competitive 
snowboarding.

Three members of the Turbonegro fan 
club prepare for the WSC festivities—a 

rider-driven event in Norway wouldn’t 
be complete without punk rock 
debauchery.

Tyler Flanagan is one of the most 
promising young slopestyle riders in the 
world. Although he didn’t fare well at 
the World Snowboarding Champion-
ships, we can expect him to be a major 
player when slopestyle takes to the 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia in 2014.
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WAS. He is also a TTR board member and 
slopestyle winner at the WSC. Stoked to 
see new faces from other tours at the 
WSC, Guldemond said, “It feels like the 
snowboard community is really getting 
organized. I think [the WSC] is a major 
accomplishment for snowboarding and 
the community, and for TTR.”  
 With the last day of the WSC came 
slopestyle finals, and the skies cleared for 
the occasion. The previous night’s rain 
had hardened the landings, but Sunday’s 
level of riding was too high to allow for 
crashes. A fjord of fans pushed up tight 
against the barriers at the bottom of the 
course, screaming support for the riders, 
just like the night before. Slopestyle 
champ Spencer O’Brien said she had 
never seen so many people watching a 
snowboard contest, “especially a wom-
en’s contest. From up top I could hear the 
people cheering at the bottom, and I’d 
never had that before.”
 Yes, the radness of snowboarding has 
caught on. The pipe finals of the Vancou-

ver games were the second-most-watched 
event of that Olympics: 30 million viewers 
tuned in. Before the next WSC in 2015, 
another Olympics will take place, com-
plete with the addition of slopestyle to the 
five ring roster. And today, the IOC recog-
nizes FIS as the sole entity allowed to 
organize qualifications for Olympic snow-
boarding. An IOC-encouraged compro-
mise between TTR and FIS was recently 
rejected by the FIS congress. Having tried 
diplomacy, TTR is now amassing before 
the gates of the Olympic kingdom, shovels 
and pipe rakes in hand.  
 Although the WSC is framed as the pin-
nacle event of the TTR tour, not as a chal-
lenge to the Olympics, it was also a demon-
stration of TTR’s Olympic competence and 
willingness to comply with IOC guidelines. 
All riders, including wild cards, needed to 
pass through the gauntlet of qualification 
rounds. This meant 10 days of a level play-
ing field, just like at the Games. Meanwhile, 
during the WSC, TTR introduced its World 
Snowboarding points list, a new ranking 

that will compile riders’ points from the TTR 
tour, X Games, Dew Tour and FIS World 
Cups each season. From now on, TTR will 
use this list to seed and qualify competitors 
for its events. In the future, this could mean 
seeing the very best riders on the same 
drop-in list more often.  
 Ticket To Ride hopes to have its place at 
the 2018 Olympic table. The 2013 season, 
however, looks like it will play host to an 
extra slopestyle tour as FIS runs its quali-
fiers. Some have suggested a boycott of 
FIS events as a means to bring about more 
rapid change. According to Guldemond, 
“You can’t just boycott the Olympics and 
expect your career to keep boosting on.” 
Terje, however, might disagree.
 The WSC is now part of snowboarding 
history, yet its galvanizing effect has only 
begun. Sponsors are showing interest in 
the second WSC. North America could 
play host. Regardless, the WSC’s message 
will remain the same: snowboarders should 
control snowboarding. Whether that will 
happen remains to be seen.

An IOC-encouraged compromise between TTR and FIS was 
recently rejected by the FIS congress. Having tried diplomacy,  
TTR is now amassing before the gates of the Olympic kingdom, 
shovels and pipe rakes in hand. 

Terje Haakonsen’s still got it—quadru-
ple-overhead method and the Highest 
Air crown at approximately 25 feet 
above the lip.


